
It may be an apartment building, but 
101 Bedford Avenue has all the amenities 
befi tting a luxury condo development. The 

Williamsburg property offers a party room, 
wine vault, business center, recording studio, 
screening room, fi tness center, indoor pool, 
bike storage area, parking garage, and 
pampering station for your beloved pooch. 
 There’s more. The U-shaped building 
wraps a 15,000-square-foot courtyard that, 
once complete, will feature an undulating 
boardwalk that winds through patches of 
trees and fl owering bushes.
 “It was a great opportunity to create a 
garden experience          continued on page 15 

QueensWay, the hotly debated and potentially 
transformative linear park proposal replacing 
abandoned railroad tracks from Rego Park 
to Ozone Park in Queens, now has a design 
and planning team. WXY architecture + urban 
design and dlandstudio, both New York–based 
fi rms, were on the receiving end of a phone 
call from the Trust for Public Land (TPL), which 
organized the discreet RFP. The team was 
selected from a pool of 29 proposals.
 On a rainy day in March, a privately invited 
group of architects and landscape architects 
were chauffeured (by bus) to a few sections 
of the abandoned line in Queens. Along the 
QueensWay route, TPL’s guests viewed the 
blighted railroad as it dips and soars carving 
through a ravine in                 continued on page 4 

The historic Empire Stores warehouses, 
a remnant of Brooklyn’s industrial past, 
have sat empty and crumbling along 
the East River for decades, but now a 
development team has been selected 
to rehabilitate the dilapidated structures 
into a commercial complex composed 
of dining, offi ce, retail, and public 
green spaces. 
 Brooklyn Bridge Park announced that 
Developer Midtown Equities and STUDIO 
V Architects—along with Rockwood 

Capital and HK Organization—will restore 
the seven contiguous, Romanesque 
Revival–style warehouses, while adding 
contemporary design features to make 
the structure more suitable for commercial 
use, connect with the park, and engage 
the local community. Midtown Equities 
beat out nine other developers, including 
Jamestown Properties, the brainchild 
behind Chelsea Market, and DUMBO 
revitalizer Two Trees, to secure a 96-year 
operating lease.          continued on page 9
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Profile Bar Tree 
Grates - Klyde 
Warren Park, 
Dallas, TX 
Custom tree 
grating with 
precision-cut 
openings

Profile Bar & 
Fabrication - 
Scioto Mile, 
Columbus, OH 

A signature 
fountain complex 
in an urban park

Visit our website for more 
products and applications!

MADE IN AMERICA

Landscape Architects are turning to Hendrick Architectural Products for cutting edge metal solutions to their landscape designs. Whether 
it’s super strong Profile Bar, custom Perforation or Fabrication, Hendrick can do it all. Contact us today to explore endless possibilities! 

Trench & Drain Grating • Fountain Covers • Tree Grates • Perforated Panels & Cladding • Walkways & Ramps • Signage • Art & Sculpture • Site Amenities

Perforated 
Panels - 
PSU Children’s 
Hospital, 
Hershey, PA

Custom welded 
perforated 
assemblies 

We can help your ideas become part of the North American landscape.

Or just about anywhere else for that matter.

APARTMENT & GARDEN continued 

from front page rather than a fl at 
courtyard with planter boxes, which 
is what a lot of these buildings have,” 
said the landscape architect Nancy 
Owens. “The developer wanted it 
to look like no other courtyard.”   
 The property exemplifi es a 
budding trend in New York that gives 
new meaning to the term urban 
jungle. Increasingly, developers of 
both rental and condo buildings are 
recognizing the value of distinctive 
landscapes, from lush rooftop 
terraces to organic gardening beds. 
While attracting tenants is the main 
impetus, designers cite additional 
factors: the LEED rating system; 
Mayor Bloomberg’s initiative to 
“green” the city; and an overall 
cultural shift toward integrating 
nature into our daily lives. 

“It’s what people want,” said 
Owens, noting that 101 Bedford 
Avenue marks her fi rst developer 
project. “I’ve never sought out this 
type of work, but I think I will in 
the future.”
 Stephen Whitehouse, who has 
practiced in New York for three 
decades and co-founded the 
landscape fi rm Starr Whitehouse 
in 2006, says the now-ubiquitous 
rooftop terrace used to be the 
exception. Vegetable gardens and 
outdoor exercise areas were even 
more unusual. Today, clients feel 
these types of spaces are essential, 
“as they contribute to the overall 
value of a property,” he said.   
 Whitehouse’s fi rm conceived 
the landscape design for one of 
Manhattan’s most-adventurous 
residential projects: W57, the 

tetrahedral-shaped edifi ce by Bjarke 
Ingels Group. Its sloping courtyard 
is nearly the size of a football fi eld, 
and once the property opens in 
2015, you might actually catch 
residents playing with their balls 
in the vast open space, which will 
include a verdant meadow and 
grove of birch trees. 
 “The original idea was that this 
would be a building built around 
a central park, where people can 
sunbathe, barbecue, and play,” said 
Laura Starr, co-founding partner at 
Starr Whitehouse. 
 The developer, Durst, is hop-
ing this desirable feature will help 
compensate for W57’s location on 
the far West Side. “When you’re 
not right in the thick of things,” 
said company spokesman Jordan 
Barowitz, “you need to have an 

amenities package that will entice 
residents.” 
 Location wasn’t a problem for 
the design and development fi rm 
DDG Partners when it set out to 
design 41 Bond, a boutique condo 
building in Noho. Still, it wanted to 
create singular architecture with a 
profound landscaping component. 
It turned to Brooklyn-based Future 
Green Studio to help execute its 
vision. 
 The result: an elegant, bluestone-
clad building with an array of foli-
age—ferns, ivy, moss—sprouting 
from balconies, window boxes, and 
the parapet. Moreover, the entrance 
awning is topped with vegetation, 
as is the roof. “We were looking for 
any opportunity where we could 
poetically insert landscape into the 
space,” said David Seiter, Future 

Green’s founding principal.   
 The effect was so successful that 
the two fi rms teamed up again to 
envision another landscape-infused 
condo building on Ninth Avenue. 
The property, 345 Meatpacking, 
was recently fi nished, and its 37 
units are already sold. 
 Architect Peter Guthrie, head of 
design and construction for DDG, 
said incorporating greenery into 
urban dwellings is nothing new. 
He notes a movement in the 1800s 
to let ivy grow on West Village 
buildings, and the potted plants 
that have long decorated city fi re 
escapes. “What we’re doing is 
making it a little more permanent,” 
he said. “The creation of a natural 
feeling, that’s what we strive for in 
our architecture.”  
JENNA M. MCKNIGHT
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Starr Whitehouse’s courtyard 
garden for W57

Future Green Studio integrated 
plantings into two developer 
buildings.
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